From: Messing, Bonnie [mailto:bmessing@gellerco.com]
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2008 5:15 PM
Subject: Coming Down to the Wire - Hale Attendance Captains!
Dear Attendance Captains -I am delighted to inform you that we have 338 classmates (number does not include
classmate/guests) signed on and ready to come to New Haven -- representing more than 1/4 of our
class! And -- if we convert the 70 classmates who have indicated that they would like to come, but have not
yet clicked through a reservation, we will be seeing 1/3 of our class!
This is terrific progress -- but AYA has asked us to try to beat the class of '86, who brought 500 to campus -so please make your final sets of calls and emails, and exhort your former roommates to make calls,
too. Just check our website to get to the list of attendees and maybes -- http://yale83.org -- this will also pull
right through to registration. (And yes, there is a financial aid budget, Alisa Masterson at AYA can help make
those connections -- and yes, Camp Bulldog had certainly been a highlight of my son's prior reunions, kids
have a great time too)
Right now, Berkeley and Calhoun are neck and neck in setting the standard for our class, with 36% of their
classmates committed to come. Davenport is a hair behind, at 34%, and JE is about 32%. Saybrook,
Trumbull, Branford, and Pierson are all above 25%, with Stiles and TD within a few classmates of that level.
Silliman and Morse are within a few classmates of 20%. So -- firstly, it is likely that everyone will know
someone from when we were bright, young things; secondly, there are lots of folks to meet (again); and lastly
-- if you know folks at other residential colleges who haven't yet registered, call them too.
Thanks again for your help.
Boola, Boola,
Bonnie

From: Waldo Johnston [mailto:waldojohnston@hotmail.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 07, 2008 12:08 PM
Subject: Reunion workshop

Hello 45th Reunion Steering Committee:
I wanted to let you know that I will be attending a Reunion Workshop for all Reunion Chairs in New
Haven this Friday, September 12.
AYA calls this the “first official step in the planning process” and has instructed me to consider such
tasks as recruiting volunteers and forming committees for attendance and program during the
summer. Happily, we appear to be well ahead of the curve in almost every respect thanks to you all!
The workshop will focus on the calendar for the next ten months, how faculty, campus departments,
and outside vendors all coordinate with us, and how to encourage attendance. The specific topics
are:
o The Reunion Planning process
o Reunion fundraising
o Tasting menu selections
o The planning calendar
o Financing reunions
o Promotions (written and electronic)
o Attendance building methods
o Organizing a reunion committee
o Class programs (including meals, panels, speakers, entertainment, etc.)
o Memorabilia/souvenirs
o The chair’s role during the reunion
o Reunion catering
Please let me know if you have specific questions to ask, or comments. One item of note is that
AYA is busy preparing for a mailing in October, so that seems to be a given. I know Tony and Bill
are very interested in electronic communication, but I think we can and should do both at this time.
Hope you are all well and gearing up for the fall-and the reunion planning in earnest as the event
nears!
Waldie

